
1. From the centre of High Melton take the footpath 
next to the road as it starts going downhill. This path 
runs through the trees more or less parallel to the 
road for about 100m. About 50m after leaving the 
trees take a footpath to the left down across a 
narrow field, then onwards across two arable fields, 
with the River Dearne in the valley and Mexborough 

on the skyline ahead of you. 

2. At the road continue straight ahead, crossing one 
bridge and having Denaby Ings on your left. (Car 

park starting point). 

3. Just before the second bridge take the footpath on 
the right across to the disused railway line. This is 
part of the Dearne Way and the Trans Pennine Trail. 
Continue on the old railway line until the path leaves 
it and follows the river bank.  When the path reaches 
a footbridge over the Dearne, turn right to walk up 

the lane to Harlington. 

4. At the end of Mill Lane turn left into Doncaster 
Road, walking as far as Manor Farm, then turn right 
up Church Lane, continue past the church at the top 
to Doncaster Road. Turn right, pass the  Coach and 
Horses then turn left into Hall Street. A rare dovecote 
can be seen on the right at the bend in the road. 
Continue along Hall Street and join Hickleton Road. 
Walk up Hickleton Road, passing the restored 
pinfold on the left and The Pinfold (road) on the right. 

Turn Right up Stables Lane. 

5. Ascend Stables Lane keeping straight on up the 
narrower footpath where the track turns right. At the 
top, turn right, keeping to the path into the woods at 
the start of Barnburgh Crags. Follow this path along 
the escarpment to the road. (Look out for a face 
carved in the rock face about 100m from the end.) 
Cross the road with great care, going left then right 
to take a broad track across open fields. High Melton 
is visible in the distance. Follow the track round to 
the right, passing the distinctive wooden houses on 
Hangman Stone Lane, and continue along the lane 

back to High Melton. 

High Melton was once known as Melton on the Hill. It occupies a 
commanding position above the River Dearne and the River Don.  The 
church of St James is clearly visible from the valley.  The church has 
Saxon origins but the main part was established in about 1100AD. In 1153 
it was handed over to the Cistercian nuns at Hampole. Until at least the 
late 1300's the church, known then as the Church of All Hallows, was 
served by the nuns.    

In the 1860's the major landowner, Andrew Montagu, lived less and less in 
High Melton as, in 1864, the Denaby Main colliery was sunk and the 
Denaby village developed.  In the 1890's the Cadeby Main colliery opened.  

Rich people do not want to live near industrial areas! The house and 
land was sold in 1927, with the new owner intending to build a 
housing estate.  However, this never happened and in 1948 the site 
became a teacher training college, owned and managed by DMBC.  
It is now part of Doncaster’s University Centre, along with the Hub 
campus in Doncaster town centre. 



Doncaster Ramblers 

We walk on Tuesdays and Saturdays throughout the year, 
with walks on Wednesday evenings in the summer.  We 
publish a Walks Programme twice a year, which contains 
information about each walk – the length, difficulty, the start 
place and the leader.  The leader’s telephone number is 

always given, so phone him or her with any queries.   

We also organise coach trips and  one weekend away 

every year. 

Doncaster Group website: www.doncasterramblers.org 

Ramblers national website: www.ramblers.org.uk 

Walks Programmes are available from Doncaster Tourist 

Information Office. 

Price £1 

Short  Circular Walks From 
The Heron Way 

 

6 High Melton 

This is a lovely walk along footpaths and tracks, with 
some road-walking through Harlington and Barnburgh 

villages, with extensive views throughout. 

Distance: 6 miles/9.5Km 

Start: High Melton bus stop 

Grid Ref: SE508020 

Sketch map not to scale, use in conjunction with: 

Map: OS Explorer 278 & 279/Landranger 111 

Public Transport: Service 224 Doncaster-

Mexbrough 

Car Parking at Denaby Ings. 

Devised and published 

by 

Doncaster Ramblers 

The Heron Way is a series of eight walks through pleasant 
countryside linking nature reserves, tourist sites, lovely 
villages and the best view points mainly in the Doncaster 
Metropolitan Borough. Together these linear walks create a 
30 mile leisure walk, designed primarily for walking in 
sections, or as a one day challenge walk, readily accessible 

by public transport from Doncaster or by car. 

The short walks in this series of leaflets are circular and 

include a portion of the Heron Way. 

Walk 1 - Rossington 

Walk 2 - Wadworth 

Walk 3 - Old Edlington 

Walk 4 - Hooton Roberts 

Walk 5 - Conisbrough 

Walk 6 - High Melton 

Walk 7 - Hickleton 

Walk 8 - Hooton Pagnell 

Walk 9 - Highfields 

  

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, regis-
tered in England and Wales. Company registration number: 4458492. 
Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577. Regis-
tered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, 
London SE1 7TW. 

The Countryside Code 

Be safe…plan ahead and follow signs. 

Leave gates and property as you find them. 

Protect plants and animals and take your litter home. 

Keep dogs under close control. 

Consider other people. 


