
1. Walk down the A635 for 100m and turn right into Lidget 
Lane. Pass Hickleton Golf Club and at the bottom of the 
hill cross the road to enter Phoenix Park through a metal 
barrier. Walk up the slope to the seat at the top. In the 
distance straight ahead. Emley Moor mast is visible. Take 
the path to left of the plantation directly ahead (blue 
waymarkers on the right). At the second waymarker, go 
across the grass to the viewpoint. Continue downhill to 
rejoin the path on the left. Cross the bridge and take the 
second path on the right (yellow and blue waymarker on 
your right). Continue downhill to a tarmac cross path and 
turn right over the bridge.  
2. Leave the park and cross to Phoenix Lane ahead. 
Where the road turns right, carry on straight ahead along 
the footpath and turn right at the main road. Cross the 
road and continue  along to take the second entrance to 
the park on the left (Public Footpath). Walk along the back 
of the houses,keep left along the fence line and then head 
for the top left  corner of this open space (left of goal 
posts) to Chapel Lane. This park was a quarry, with 
brickworks, until about 1990. 
3. At Chapel Lane turn left, and continue to the end of a 
housing estate on the left .Continue forward into open 
country and follow the path to the railway bridge. Cross 
the bridge and continue on the footpath with a hedge on 
the right to the corner of the first field, cross the footbridge 
over a stream and turn right following the hedge. In the 
second field, after a circular concrete box, turn right up the 
hill to Clayton. (The path passes through the hedge  
halfway up the hill.) 
4. On reaching the village turn right for about 200m. Go 
left beside the village pond down Tan Pit Lane. At the end 
of the lane cross Frickley Beck and go up through the field 
to Top Lane. At Top Lane turn right, passing Wink House 
on the left. After crossing the railway line again, and just 
after a house on the left, walk through a gate on the right. 
5. Follow this path to Church Field Road. A diversion to All 
Saints Church, Frickley, 350m to the left, is recommended 
here. Cross Church Field Road and continue to the track 
of Stotfold Road. Turn left and then take the footpath 
immediately right to reach Chapel Lane again, near the 
railway bridge. Turn left along Chapel Lane and continue 
along it to Lidget Lane. Turn left to walk up the hill back to 
Hickleton. 

cropmarks of a field system in this era when man was starting to settle and farm. 
Some Bronze Age (2400-700BC) pottery has been found and some Roman coins 
and pottery. Two Saxon coins were found in 1983, one known to have been minted at 
York in AD910. 
A small area of Hickleton is known as Castle Hill. There is some evidence there there 
once was a motte and bailey castle here, although there is no physical evidence.   
More recently Hickleton was the 'estate village' of Hickleton Hall.  he Hall replaced an 

earlier Elizabethan building, built in 1580, great walls of which can be seen adjacent 
to the road from Barnburgh and alongside the main road.  ickleton Hall was built in 
the 1740s and has recentlybeen used by the Sue Ryder organisation, which supports 
people with complex needs and life-threatening illnesses. 
Phoenix Park was an ugly slag-heap until relatively recent times, the site of the 
Hickleton Main  Colliery spoil heap.The first shaft was sunk in 1903 and two years 
later over 1100 men and boys worked here. Later it was to employ over 3000 people 

until it was closed in 1988. In 1994 the shafts were filled in and capped. 1998 
saw the beginning of the restoration scheme. 150,000 tonnes of colliery spoil 
were moved and 270,000 tonnes of soil were brought in to create a diverse 
landscape. This includes 82,000 trees and a wetland area, with a climbing 
wall, play area and many sculptures. It was completed in 2001. 
 
All Saints Church, at Clayton with Frickley, is a considerable distance from the 
village. A deserted medieval village lies close to the church.  There are over 
3,000 deserted villages in England. They became deserted for a variety of 
reasons, in this case the plague. When the plague of 1665 spread throughout 
Britain the village around the church was left, possibly burnt down, and a new 
village, Clayton, sprang up at the top of the hill. The church itself is a small 
ancient one, with a Norman chancel a 13th century tower. 

Explore Hickleton before you start walking. Walk back to the crossroads to 
the church. It dates from the 14th century, with a Norman arch and 
Victorian additions. There are three human skulls in the lych gate. Who are 
they? Hanged highwaymen or sheep-stealers? Hickleton has seven 
crucifixes, four in the churchyard and three in the village. They were 

erected by the 2nd Viscount Halifax. 
Hickleton is a very ancient village, being established in Anglo-Saxon times 
when farming was communal. It reached its maximum size just before the 
Black Death of 1349. Lint scrapers and blades from the Mesolithic era 
(8000-4000BC) have been found, indicating temporary campsites for the 
hunter-gatherers of the time. Neolithic (4000-2400BC) artefacts found in 
the area include arrowheads, an axe and a flint knife as well as the 



Doncaster Ramblers 

We walk on Tuesdays and Saturdays throughout the year, 
with walks on Wednesday evenings in the summer.  We 
publish a Walks Programme twice a year, which contains 
information about each walk – the length, difficulty, the start 
place and the leader.  The leader’s telephone number is 

always given, so phone him or her with any queries.   

We also organise coach trips and  one weekend away 

every year. 

Doncaster Group website: www.doncasterramblers.org 

Ramblers national website: www.ramblers.org.uk 

Walks Programmes are available from Doncaster Tourist 

Information Office.  

Price £1 

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, regis-
tered in England and Wales. Company registration number: 4458492. 
Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577. Regis-
tered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, 
London SE1 7TW. 

Short  Circular Walks From 
The Heron Way 

 

7 Hickleton 

This is a lovely walk starting at the small and very inter-
esting village of Hickleton.  It includes the 'hidden gem' of 
the beautifully landscaped former spoil heap that is now 
Phoenix Park, through undulating countryside to the vil-
lage of Clayton on mostly good footpaths and tracks.  
There is the possibility of a small diversion to the isolated 
Frickley Church, 1.5 miles away from the village it 

serves.  

Distance: 7.5 miles/12Km 

Start: Hickleton War Memorial 

Grid Ref: SE482053 

Sketch map not to scale, use in conjunction with: 

Map: OS Explorer 278/Landranger 111 

Public Transport: Service 219 and X19 Doncaster-

Barnsley 
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Doncaster Ramblers 

The Countryside Code 

Be safe…plan ahead and follow signs. 

Leave gates and property as you find them. 

Protect plants and animals and take your litter home. 

Keep dogs under close control. 

Consider other people. 

The Heron Way is a series of eight walks through pleasant 
countryside linking nature reserves, tourist sites, lovely 
villages and the best view points mainly in the Doncaster 
Metropolitan Borough. Together these linear walks create a 
30 mile leisure walk, designed primarily for walking in 
sections, or as a one day challenge walk, readily accessible 

by public transport from Doncaster or by car. 

The short walks in this series of leaflets are circular and 

include a portion of the Heron Way.  

Walk 1 - Rossington 

Walk 2 - Wadworth 

Walk 3 - Old Edlington 

Walk 4 - Hooton Roberts 

Walk 5 - Conisbrough 

Walk 6 - High Melton 

Walk 7 - Hickleton 

Walk 8 - Hooton Pagnell 

Walk 9 - Highfields 

  


