
1. From the church, walk past the imposing entrance of 
Hooton Pagnell Hall, cross the road and take a footpath 50m 
to the left. Climb down stone steps and follow the footpath 
down across the field, through a band of trees, across two 
more fields then left over a stream and diagonally across the 
next field to the road. A few hundred metres away, to the 
west, is the site of a deserted medieval village, the first of 

several near the route of this walk.  

2. Turn right along the road for 400m. Due to a blind bend it is 
advisable to walk on the left. Immediately to the left an old 
railway bridge is visible.  On the other side of the railway line, 
near Frickley Hall, is another medieval village site. Take the 
footpath on the left towards Hooton Pagnell Wood. The path 
skirts the wood before curving right and briefly in to it and then 
continues to Elmsall Lane.On leaving the side of the wood 
South Elmsall becomes visible, recorded in the Domesday 

Book as Ermeshale. 

3. At the road turn left, past Moorhouse Lane and then turn 
right to climb up to the Frickley Railway Path, with its rather 
magnificent sign. Follow the line for about 800m and, just after 
some overhead lines, (do not walk as far as an old bridge) 
take the footpath to the right towards Moorhouse Grange 
Farm. Keep left around the buildings and head for the white 
house to reach Moorhouse Lane. 

4. Turn left along the lane. Ignore the first footpath on the 
right. Just after the equestrian centre take the track on the 
right. This is Stanwell Lane. Go up the track to the top, cross 
North Field Road and continue to the top of the hill. The first of 
the three balks, Lenny Balk, is on your right.  Balks were strips 
of land between cultivated plots.  A Neolithic flint knife was 
once found on Lenny Balk. Go left briefly, then right onto  Old 
Street , a bridleway track. Ancient enclosures have been 
found on either side of Old Street and the narrow fields of a 
medieval field system can be seen on the right. Continue 
along this track until you reach the end of the wood on the left. 

5. At the end of the wood turn right and walk down the 
magnificent Broad Balk to North Field Road. Narrow Balk is 
the third of the balks, with a Roman enclosure and ditches 
being recorded near to it. Turn left and follow the road around 
to Hooton Pagnell village. 

Broad Balk is not a public right of way.  The Hooton Pagnell 
Estate has kindly given permission for Broad Balk to be 

included in this route. 

Hooton Pagnell, like many other places in the area, was first recorded in 
the Domesday Book, completed for William 1 of England (William the Con-
queror) in 1085. Here it was called 'Hotone' – 'The Town on the Hill' or 'The 
High Dwelling Place'.  The second part of the name was added during the 
time of the Paganais, a distinguished Norman family into whose hands the 
manor passed towards the end of the 11th Century. The second part of the 
name is variously spelt as 'Paynel', 'Painali', 'Pagnelli'. Hence 'Hooton 
Pagnell' – 'The High Dwelling Place of the Paynels'.  From those times 
onwards the village was important because it occupied an important strate-
gic site overlooking the flat lands of the Dearne and the Don. 

The present house of Hooton Pagnell Hall, not visible to the public, is 
largely 14th Century.  Earlier buildings were mainly timber. It was heavily 
modified in Elizabethan times and several times after. 

The village has many other interesting historical buildings. The Hostel, a 
mock Tudor building built in 1903, was originally a theological college, was 

used as a convalescent hospital during the war and in 1949 it be-
came the Hooton Pagnell Village Club. It is now a bar and restaurant, 
open in the evenings only, except Sundays, when it opens at 12.00 
midday. 

All Saints Church is almost certainly pre-Norman, with traces of Sax-
on building in the foundations. The walls of the porch are built of old 
stone sarcophagus and the seats in the porch are sarcophagus lids. 
The south doorway is Norman, as are the tower arch and the chancel 
arch. When the east end of the church was rebuilt in 1885 an old 
abbot's coffin was found, which is probably 1000 years old. This is 
now in the belfry, which probably dates from the late 13th Century. In 
1897 the church was struck by lightning, one of the roof beams was 
set on fire, one of the pinnacles fell from the roof and the font was 
broken. The font was mended and continued in use for some time 
but it is now in the churchyard near the south wall. 



Doncaster Ramblers 

We walk on Tuesdays and Saturdays throughout the year, 
with walks on Wednesday evenings in the summer.  We 
publish a Walks Programme twice a year, which contains 
information about each walk – the length, difficulty, the start 
place and the leader.  The leader’s telephone number is 

always given, so phone him or her with any queries.   

We also organise coach trips and  one weekend away 

every year. 

Doncaster Group website: www.doncasterramblers.org 

Ramblers national website: www.ramblers.org.uk 

Walks Programmes are available from Doncaster Tourist 

Information Office. 

Price £1 

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, regis-
tered in England and Wales. Company registration number: 4458492. 
Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577. Regis-
tered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, 
London SE1 7TW. 

Short  Circular Walks From 
The Heron Way 

 

8 Hooton Pagnell 

 

This is a delightful walk from the beautiful village of 
Hooton Pagnell, using many cross-field footpaths, some 
disused railway line and going along the historic Broad 

Balk. 

Distance:  5 miles/8Km 

Start: Hooton Pagnell Hall 

Grid Ref: SE485078  

Sketch map not to scale, use in conjunction with: 

Map: OS Explorer 278 or Landranger 111 

Public Transport: Service 213 Doncaster- Clayton 

Devised and published 

by 

Doncaster Ramblers 

The Countryside Code 

Be safe…plan ahead and follow signs. 

Leave gates and property as you find them. 

Protect plants and animals and take your litter home. 

Keep dogs under close control. 

Consider other people. 

The Heron Way is a series of eight walks through pleasant 
countryside linking nature reserves, tourist sites, lovely 
villages and the best view points mainly in the Doncaster 
Metropolitan Borough. Together these linear walks create a 
30 mile leisure walk, designed primarily for walking in 
sections, or as a one day challenge walk, readily accessible 

by public transport from Doncaster or by car. 

The short walks in this series of leaflets are circular and 

include a portion of the Heron Way.  

Walk 1 - Rossington 

Walk 2 - Wadworth 

Walk 3 - Old Edlington 

Walk 4 - Hooton Roberts 

Walk 5 - Conisbrough 

Walk 6 - High Melton 

Walk 7 - Hickleton 

Walk 8 - Hooton Pagnall 

Walk 9 - Highfields 


