New to Walk Leading with Doncaster Ramblers?

We hope that by the time you read this you will have enjoyed a number of great walks with us. All of our walk leaders are volunteers who made the decision to contribute to the group at some time in the past and many have led walks for a number of years. Perhaps you are now considering leading a walk yourself and would value some support. There is plenty available.

How Do I Start?

Having enjoyed some walks with us you will have some idea of what makes a successful walk. Chat to other walkers on a walk who will happily point you in the direction of one or more experienced leader who will help you decide if this role is right for you. There is also a wealth of information for members on the Ramblers website “Assemble”.
Your First Walks
It is natural for you to feel a little nervous when leading your first walks but members of our group will be more than willing to offer support. One of our experienced walk leaders will be happy to help you plan, lead and reflect on your first walk and offer some tips and advice based on what works well for our group. Just ask around when you are ready and you may be surprised how much support and encouragement is available.
Leading Walks for Doncaster Ramblers

The following notes may be helpful as a checklist when preparing a walk.

Before the Walk

· Find out who to approach about booking a walk date and location and how this will be advertised. They will be happy to help or advise you.
· Select a suitable route given your experience, the terrain, and the time of year.
· Recce the walk to check timings, parking and meeting arrangements, toilets (if available), refreshment stops, mobile phone coverage etc.
· It is currently Ramblers policy that a risk assessment is completed prior to your walk to identify potential hazards. This is usually completed during or after your recce. Blank forms are available to download under the Walks tab on Doncaster Ramblers webpage. There is also an example of a completed form.
· Come prepared - mobile phone, first aid kit, spare clothing, maps etc.

· Check the weather forecast regularly in the preceding days. Be especially vigilant in hilly and remote areas where last minute adjustments may be necessary in adverse conditions.

During the Walk

· Give a warm welcome to everyone and welcome anyone new to the group.

· Explain the route and detail refreshment and toilet stops and any points of interest along the way. Approximate timings are always appreciated.
· Introduce the backmarker (and possibly a middle marker for large groups).
· Highlight any potential hazards and relevant safety measures.
· Set an appropriate pace and keep in touch with the backmarker at all times.

· Maintain your position at or near the front and keep the group together at all times, especially in built up and wooded areas (for example).

· Be considerate to other path users and local residents.

· Follow the Countryside Code.

After the Walk

· Thank everyone for coming, especially new members or visitors.

· Remind the group of any forthcoming walks and how to find out about other Doncaster Ramblers Walks.
· In the very rare case of an incident or “near miss”, ask for advice about completing an Incident Report Form.

· Celebrate your successful walk!
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